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96. An intercalate in accordance with claim 95, wherein the layered silicate material is 
contacted with said onium ion spacing/coupling agent in an intercalant composition 
comprising said layered silicate material, said onium ion spacing/coupling agent and a 
carrier for said onium ion spacing/coupling agent and wherein the concentration of the 
onium ion spacing/coupling agent in said intercalating composition is at least about 2% 
by weight, based on the dry weight of the layered silicate material. 



97. A method of intercalating a phyllosilicate with both an onium ion and an MXD6 nylon 
polymer comprising slurrying the phyllosilicate in water to form a clay/water slurry; 
adding the onium ion to the phyllosilicate/water slurry; separating the onium ion-treated 
clay from the water; drying the phyllosilicate; and then mixing the onium ion-treated 
phyllosilicate with MXD6 nylon to intercalate the MXD6 nylon between adjacent 
platelets of the phyllosilicate. 



REMARKS 



This Preliminary Amendment and the new claims 46-97 submitted herewith are presented 
to satisfy the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.607(c). The new claims 46-97 correspond at least 
substantially to claims 1-52 of U.S. Patent No. 6,232,388 Bl to Lan et ai, issued May 15, 2001. 

Credit Card Payment (Form PTO-2038) in the amount of $1,776.00 is included to cover 
the $996.00 fee under 37.C.F.R. §1.1 16(b) for 52 additional claims, and the $840.00 fee for ten 
(10) additional independent claims under 37.C.F.R. §1.1 16(c). No other fees are believed due; 
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however, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees, which may be 
required, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 14-0629. 



Respectfully submitted, 
NEEDLE & ROSENBERG, P.C. 
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